
The Second Commandment 

Preliminary - Why teach the commandments? 
 

They do not make us righteous… only Christ can do that. They simply provide for us a picture of godly 

living! 

They make us aware of what righteous living would look like!  

To point us to our goal (where God wants to take us) 

To function as our compass 

The Second Commandment 
 

"Do not make idols of any kind, whether in the shape of birds or animals or fish. You must never worship 

or bow down to them, for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God who will not share your affection with 

any other god! Exodus 20:4-5 NLT 

"You shall not make for yourself an idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven above or on the earth 

beneath or in the water under the earth. "You shall not worship them or serve them; for I, the LORD 

your God, am a jealous God” Exodus 20:4-5 NASB 

 

While the first Commandment forbids us to worship any other god, the second commandment warns us 

against making God into what we want Him to be (as opposed to embracing Him as He is, mystery and 

all)! 

The Second Commandment comes to us with a Warning and a Promise 
 

Exodus 20:5-6 

“…I do not leave unpunished the sins of those who hate me, but I punish the children for the sins of their 

parents to the third and fourth generations.  

“…visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children…” NKJV 

 



In other words: 
 

What we do, no matter how private it is, always affects others. The god we worship or don’t worship 

ultimately influences our lives and those around us.  

Note - It is interesting that in the context of something our culture feels is such a personal choice that 

this warning is given  

Whether you believe this or not… There is an atmosphere that flows from our lives and decisions that 

affects the world around us, especially our family. 

 

1. The ultimate example 

a. Genesis 3  - the fall 

b. David/Absalom 

 

2. The Promise or the other side of the coin - “But I lavish unfailing love for a thousand generations 

on those who love me and obey my commands.” (Exodus 20:6) 

a. Exodus 34:6-7 

b. John 12:1-3 

c. II Corinthians 2:14-16 

 

3. The Good News 

a. II Corinthians 5:17 

b. Romans 8:38 

 


