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The Book of Acts 

Week 6 - Thoughts from Chapter 6

Your Thoughts?  

•

What did you hear? What spoke to your heart? What did God speak to you? 

What will be your response?

•

Acts 6:1-7  

Now at this time while the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint arose on 

the part of the Hellenistic Jews against the native Hebrews, because their widows were 

being overlooked in the daily serving of food. [2] So the twelve summoned the 

congregation of the disciples and said, "It is not desirable for us to neglect the word of 

God in order to serve tables. 

[3] Therefore, brethren, select from among you seven men of good reputation, full of 

the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may put in charge of this task. [4] But we will 

devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word." [5] The statement found 

approval with the whole congregation; and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and 

of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas and Nicolas, a 

proselyte from Antioch. 

[6] And these they brought before the apostles; and after praying, they laid their hands 

on them. [7] The word of God kept on spreading; and the number of the disciples 

continued to increase greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests were 

becoming obedient to the faith.  

The Early Church 

Sometime the early church gets idealized. This story gives us a sober reflection that 

they were not a lot different from us! In fact, the Book of Acts records some of the 

struggles the early Christians had with expanding into the world of Gentiles. It also 

reveals that there were struggles and disagreements among leaders (Paul, Barnabas, 

Peter). Acts is a very  real record of the Spirit of God working in imperfect people, who 

are on a journey toward becoming like Christ.  

Proverbs 14:4

Where no oxen are, the manger is clean, But much revenue comes by the strength of 

the ox. 
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Where no oxen are, the manger is clean, But much revenue comes by the strength of 

the ox. 

Working with People gets messy!

If you find the perfect church, don’t join it, because it won’t be perfect anymore!

Hebrews 12:1

Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay 

aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with 

endurance the race that is set before us,

A first century letter to a first century church!  

Words describing People Problems?

• “encumbrance”… (the weight that slows us down)

• “…believe for a while, and in time of temptation fall away.” (Luke 8:13)

• “…crowded out by the cares and riches and pleasures of this life. So they never grow 

to maturity.” (Luke 8:14)

• “sin”… pride, prejudice, failure to love etc.

• Endurance – “the ability to withstand hardship or adversity” - The willingness “to 

press on!”

II Corinthians 4:7

“But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the surpassing greatness of the 

power will be of God and not from ourselves” 

“…fragile clay jars containing this great treasure…”

This is us… and God has chosen to work through us in spite of our fragile nature. He 

has no other plan. 
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